
1. 7KH�1DWLRQDO�+LJKZD\�7UDɝF�6DIHW\�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��1+76$��UHSRUWV�WKDW�
PRWRU�YHKLFOH�IDWDOLWLHV�KDYH�GHFOLQHG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��
• Modern cars have better safety features, including air bags, antilock brakes, and

traction control.
• Every year, more drivers and passengers are using seat belts.
• Unfortunately, however, increased use of cell phones and other mobile devices has

increased the number of accidents and deaths caused by distracted driving.

2. 'LVWUDFWHG�GULYLQJ�LV�DQ\�QRQGULYLQJ�DFWLYLW\�WKDW�WDNHV�WKH�GULYHUȇV�
DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�WKH�SULPDU\�WDVN�RI�RSHUDWLQJ�WKH�YHKLFOH�DQG�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�
ULVN�RI�FUDVKLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�PDLQ�W\SHV�RI�GLVWUDFWLRQ�
• Visual—WDNLQJ�\RXU�H\HV�R΍�WKH�URDG
• Manual—WDNLQJ�\RXU�KDQGV�R΍�WKH�ZKHHO
• Cognitive—WDNLQJ�\RXU�PLQG�R΍�\RXU�GULYLQJ

3. &RPPRQ�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�FDQ�GLVWUDFW�D�GULYHU�LQFOXGH�
• Using a mobile device
• Texting
• Eating and drinking
• Talking to passengers
• Grooming
• Reading, including map reading
• Using a Global Positioning System (GPS) or navigation system
• Watching a video
• Manipulating vehicle entertainment system controls

4. 8VLQJ�D�FHOO�SKRQH�ZKLOH�GULYLQJ�GHOD\V�D�GULYHUȇV�UHDFWLRQV�DV�PXFK�DV�
KDYLQJ�D�EORRG�DOFRKRO�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�DW�WKH�OHJDO�OLPLW�RI�����SHUFHQW�
• This is true, whether it’s a handheld or hands-free device, according to a University of

Utah study.
• Carnegie Mellon reports that driving while using a cell phone reduces the amount of

brain activity associated with driving by 37 percent.
• Talking with another passenger can also be distracting, but a passenger may warn the

driver if there suddenly is a dangerous situation on the road.
• $�SDVVHQJHU�PD\�DOVR�KDYH�HQRXJK�VHQVH�WR�VWRS�WDONLQJ�LI�WUDɝF�EHFRPHV�YHU\�

heavy—but the caller on the other end of a cell phone conversation has no idea about
road conditions or sudden danger.

*2$/6
7KLV�VDIHW\�VHVVLRQ�ZLOO�WHDFK�WUDLQHHV�

• How important concentration is for safe driving
• How many accidents are caused by distracted driving

$SSOLFDEOH�5HJXODWLRQV��*HQHUDO�'XW\�&ODXVH�6HF����D�����

©
BLR

®—
Business &

 Legal Resources

$��

75
$
Ζ1
(5�2

8
7/Ζ1

(Ʌ
����
The Dangers of 
Distracted Driving



The Dangers of 
Distracted Driving

$��

��� 7KH�1+76$�HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�QHDUO\�KDOI�D�PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�DUH�LQMXUHG�DQG�
PRUH�WKDQ�������GLH�DQQXDOO\�LQ�FUDVKHV�LQYROYLQJ�D�GLVWUDFWHG�GULYHU��
• The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety reports that drivers who use handheld 

devices are four times as likely to get into crashes serious enough to injure themselves.
• Younger, inexperienced drivers under 20 years old have the highest proportion of 

distraction-related fatal crashes, but drivers of all ages create a hazard when they try to 
do two things at once.

6. 0RVW�GDQJHURXV�RI�DOO�LV�WH[WLQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�LQYROYHV�DOO�WKUHH�W\SHV�RI�
GLVWUDFWLRQȃYLVXDO��PDQXDO��DQG�FRJQLWLYH��
• 5HVHDUFK�VKRZV�WKDW�GULYHUV�ZKR�VHQG�DQG�UHFHLYH�WH[W�PHVVDJHV�WDNH�WKHLU�H\HV�R΍�WKH�

road for an average of 4.6 seconds out of every 6 seconds while texting. 
• $W����PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�GULYHU�LV�WUDYHOLQJ�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�D�IRRWEDOO�ȴHOG��

including the end zones, without looking at the road.
• Drivers who text are more than 20 times more likely to get into an accident than 

nondistracted drivers. That’s scary!

7. $OZD\V�DYRLG�GLVWUDFWHG�GULYLQJ�E\�IROORZLQJ�WKHVH�VDIHW\�SUDFWLFHV�
• Make only emergency cell phone calls while actually driving if permitted by state law.
• Have a hands-free phone and speed dialing or voice activation in case you have to make 

an emergency call while under way.
• )RU�WH[WLQJ�RU�URXWLQH�FHOO�SKRQH�FDOOV��SXOO�R΍�WKH�URDG�RU�RYHU�WR�WKH�VKRXOGHU�
• Think, Do I really need to speak to someone right this very minute?

'Ζ6&866Ζ21�32Ζ176��
Have any of you had an accident or close call caused because you or another driver was using 
a cell phone or texting? Have you made any changes to your own driving habits because of a 
frightening experience or something you witnessed?

&21&/86Ζ21��
Cell phones and other mobile devices can be wonderful tools in case of emergency—but they 
can also be the instruments of deadly accidents. Use them carefully to protect yourself and 
your family.

7(67�<285�.12:/('*(�
Have your employees take The Dangers of Distracted Driving quiz to see if they understand 
how many accidents and fatalities are caused by distracted drivers or whether they need to 
review this important subject again soon.
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Distracted Driving—Get the Facts

Using a cellphone or mobile device while driving delays reaction time as much as having a blood 
alcohol concentration at the legal limit of ����SHUFHQW�
Drivers who send and receive text messages take their H\HV�R΍�WKH�URDG for an average of 4.6 
seconds out of every 6 seconds while texting.

At 55 miles per hour, that means the driver is traveling the OHQJWK�RI�D�IRRWEDOO�ȴHOG without look-
ing at the road.

Drivers who text while driving are ���WLPHV more likely to get into an accident than nondistracted 
drivers.

There are WKUHH�PDLQ�W\SHV�RI�GLVWUDFWLRQ��YLVXDO��WDNLQJ�\RXU�H\HV�R΍�WKH�URDG���PDQXDO��WDNLQJ�
\RXU�KDQGV�R΍�WKH�ZKHHO���FRJQLWLYH��WDNLQJ�\RXU�PLQG�R΍�\RXU�GULYLQJ���Texting while driving 
involves all three.

Stay safe and avoid distractions behind the wheel




