
1. Street shoes aren’t always enough foot protection on the job.
• You may need protective footwear to protect your feet from:

 — Falling or rolling objects
 — Objects piercing the sole
 — Electrical hazards
 — Contact with corrosive or other harmful substances
 —6OLSSHU\�RU�ZHW�ȵRRU�VXUIDFHV
 — Contact with heat/cold
 — Stubbing or banging toes against heavy objects

2. :RUN�VKRHV�VKRXOG�EH�VWXUG\��LQ�JRRG�FRQGLWLRQ��DQG�ȴW�ZHOO�
• Never wear sandals or thin or worn shoes.
• Even when special protective footwear isn’t needed, work shoes or boots should:

 — Fit comfortably, without slipping or pinching the foot or toes.
 — Be made of leather, rubber, or a strong synthetic material.
 — Provide good foot support.
 — Have low heels and nonskid soles for good traction.
 — Be in good condition, with no rips or holes.
 —)DVWHQ�VHFXUHO\��ODFHV�VKRXOGQȇW�GUDJ�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�

3. Protect feet against impact and punctures.
• Wear sturdy shoes with an impact-resistant steel-toe cap if you:

 — Work with or around heavy equipment.
 — Handle materials that could drop on toes or hand trucks that could roll over toes.
 — Work below work areas from which tools or materials could fall.

• If you need added metatarsal protection against heavy objects landing on your feet:
 —:HDU�DOXPLQXP�DOOR\��ȴEHUJODVV��RU�JDOYDQL]HG�VWHHO�IRRW�JXDUGV�RYHU�VKRHV�

• ΖI�\RXU�ZRUN�DUHD�ȵRRU�KDV�VKDUS�SXQFWXUH�KD]DUGV�OLNH�QDLOV�RU�ZLUH�
 — Wear footwear with metal insoles or reinforced soles.
 — Don’t wear footwear that contains metal where there’s risk of electrical contact.

GOALS
This safety session should teach employees to:

• Understand job-related foot hazards.
• Know how to select footwear that will protect feet from injury.

Applicable Regulations: 29 CFR 1910.132, .136
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4. Select footwear materials that protect against other job hazards.
• Wear impermeable rubber or neoprene boots if you work with corrosives or hazardous 

chemicals.
 —&KHFN�VDIHW\�GDWD�VKHHWV��6'6V��IRU�VSHFLȴF�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
 — Wear impermeable footwear either alone or over other work shoes.

• Wear shoes with nonconductive soles and no nails or other metal if you work with live 
electric power.

• Wear rubber boots or shoes or leather shoes with special soles that provide traction if 
\RX�ZRUN�RQ�ZHW�ȵRRUV�

• :HDU�IRRWZHDU�ZLWK�KHDW�UHVLVWDQW�VROHV�LI�\RX�ZRUN�RQ�KRW�ȵRRUV�
• Wear insulated footwear if you work in cold or wet areas.
• Wear removable over-the-ankle spats if you could get splashed by hot metal or welding 

sparks that might land in your shoes or boots.
 — Don’t tuck pants in or wear shoes with tongues around hot sparks.

5. Inspect and maintain work shoes.
• Check footwear before use to be sure there are no rips or holes.

 — Repair or replace footwear that can’t give you good protection.
• Decontaminate boots or boot covers that contact hazardous substances.
• Keep all components of footwear, particularly treads on the soles, clean.

6. Prevent foot injuries.
• Identify foot hazards and select proper protection before starting any job.
• Take care not to drop  tools, materials, and heavy objects.
• Keep aisles clear of spills and tripping hazards.
• Walk, don’t run.

DISCUSSION POINTS:
• Ask group members what the shoes they’re wearing will (and won’t) protect against.
• Discuss the foot hazards employees are likely to encounter on the job.

CONCLUSION: 
• Prevent broken bones, burns, and other foot injuries.
• Wear sturdy shoes or boots that are designed to protect your feet from injury and to give 

you good footing in all work conditions.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE:
Have your employees take the Foot Protection quiz. By testing their knowledge, you can 
judge their ability to protect their feet and whether they need to review this important topic 
again soon.

©
BLR

®—
Business &

 Legal Resources

75
$
Ζ1
(5�2

8
7/Ζ1

(Ʌ
����
Foot Protection



©
BLR

®—
Business &

 Legal Resources

B-1

H
A

N
D

O
U

TɅ
����

Foot Protection

Careful Selection: The ‘Sole’ of Foot Protection
All work shoes or boots should have:

 ! *RRG�ȴW��VXSSRUW��DQG�FRQGLWLRQ

 ! /HDWKHU��UXEEHU��RU�D�VWURQJ�V\QWKHWLF�PDWHULDO

 ! *RRG�VXSSRUW

 ! /RZ�KHHOV

 ! Nonskid soles

 ! 6HFXUH�IDVWHQHUV�RU�ODFHV

Select footwear designed to protect against the hazards of your job:

Hazard
• )DOOLQJ�REMHFWV�RU�EXPSV

• 3XQFWXUHV
• (OHFWULFDO�VKRFN�RU�EXUQV

• :HW�ȵRRUV

• &ROG�RU�GDPS
• +RW�ȵRRUV
• +RW�PHWDO�VSODVKHV�RU�ZHOGLQJ�VSDUNV

Protection
• 5HLQIRUFHG�LPSDFW�UHVLVWDQW�WRHV�RU�
PHWDWDUVDO�IRRW�JXDUGV

• 0HWDO�LQVROHV�RU�UHLQIRUFHG�VROHV
• 1RQFRQGXFWLYH�RU�HOHFWULFDO�KD]DUG�
LQVXODWHG�IRRWZHDU

• 5XEEHU�W\SH�ERRWV��OHDWKHU�VKRHV�ZLWK�
VSHFLDO�VROHV

• ΖQVXODWHG�IRRWZHDU
• +HDW�UHVLVWDQW�VROHV
• (DVLO\�UHPRYHG�RYHU�WKH�DQNOH�VSDWV




