
1. 0DQ\�HPSOR\HUV�KDYH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�
• $SSURYHG��IXOO\�FKDUJHG��RSHUDEOH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�PXVW�EH�SODFHG�DQG�LGHQWLȴHG��VR�

employees can reach them easily.

• Extinguishers must be visually inspected monthly and tested at least yearly to be sure
they’re working properly.

• 2XU�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�DUH�ORFDWHG�Ȑ�>/LVW�ORFDWLRQV@�

2. 8VH�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQO\�RQ�VPDOO��FRQWDLQHG�ȴUHV�
• ΖI�LQ�GRXEW��VRXQG�DODUP��HYDFXDWH�SURSHUO\��DQG�OHW�WUDLQHG�ȴUHȴJKWHUV�KDQGOH�LW�

3. 8VH�&ODVV�$�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�ȴUHV�RI�RUGLQDU\�FRPEXVWLEOHV�
7KH\�ZHW�GRZQ�DQG�FRRO�ȴUHV�LQYROYLQJ�SDSHU��FORWK��WUDVK��ZRRG��HWF��
• &ODVV�$�H[WLQJXLVKHU�QXPEHUV����$����$��HWF���LQGLFDWH�WKH�VL]H�ȴUH�HDFK�FDQ�KDQGOH�

 —7KH�KLJKHU�WKH�QXPEHU��WKH�ODUJHU�WKH�ȴUH�DUHD�LW�FDQ�KDQGOH�

• The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) requires Class As to be no
more than 75 feet from the area of likely use.

4. 8VH�&ODVV�%�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�ȴUHV�LQYROYLQJ�JDVHV�RU�ȵDPPDEOH�OLTXLGV�
7KH\�FXW�R΍�R[\JHQ�WR��RU�UHGXFH�ȵDPHV�LQ��ȴUHV�LQYROYLQJ�FRPEXVWLEOHV�VXFK�DV�JUHDVH��RLO�
paint, and solvents.
• Class B extinguisher numbers (5-B, 10-B, etc.) tell how many square feet each can handle.

• OSHA requires Class Bs to be no more than 50 feet from the area of likely use.

5. 8VH�&ODVV�&�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�ȴUHV�RQ�RU�QHDU�HOHFWULFDO�HTXLSPHQW�
7KH\�XVH�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH�RU�D�GU\�FKHPLFDO�WR�SXW�RXW�WKHVH�ȴUHV�
• 1HYHU�XVH�ZDWHU�RQ�DQ�HOHFWULFDO�ȴUH��:DWHU�FRQGXFWV�HOHFWULFLW\�DQG�FRXOG�FDXVH�D�GDQ-

gerous shock to the person holding the extinguisher.

• Class Cs don’t have numbers.

6. 8VH�$%&�RU�%&�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�FRPELQDWLRQ�ȴUHV�
7KH�OHWWHUV�LGHQWLI\�WKH�W\SH�RI�ȴUH�WKH\�FDQ�KDQGOH�

GOALS
7KLV�VDIHW\�VHVVLRQ�VKRXOG�WHDFK�HPSOR\HHV�WR�

• 6HOHFW�WKH�ULJKW�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�IRU�D�ȴUH�
• 8VH�D�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�

$SSOLFDEOH�5HJXODWLRQ�����&)5���������
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Fire Extinguishers—
Types and Uses

A-2

��� 8VH�&ODVV�'�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�FRPEXVWLEOH�PHWDO�ȴUHV�
They’re used on sodium, magnesium, zinc, potassium, powdered aluminum, titanium, and 
RWKHU�FRPEXVWLEOH�PHWDO�ȴUHV�
• They must be within 75 feet of operations that generate combustible metal powders, 
ȵDNHV��RU�VKDYLQJV�

• Class Ds are considered “special hazard” protection and have no numbers.

��� 8VH�&ODVV�.�ZHW�FKHPLFDO�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�RQ�FRRNLQJ�RLO�ȴUHV�
• These extinguishers are designed especially for the deep fat fryers used in restaurants.

• They are charged with a potassium-based liquid that reacts with the burning oils to form 
a foamlike substance.

• 1HYHU�XVH�ZDWHU�RQ�D�FRRNLQJ�RLO�ȴUH�

��� 8VH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�SURSHUO\�
ΖI�\RX�IHHO�D�ȴUH�LV�VPDOO�HQRXJK�WR�KDQGOH�ZLWK�DQ�H[WLQJXLVKHU��UHPHPEHU�WKH�ZRUG�3$66���
6WDQG�DERXW���IHHW�IURP�WKH�ȴUH�DQG�
• 3XOO�WKH�SLQ�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�

• $LP�WKH�QR]]OH�FDUHIXOO\�DW�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�ȴUH�

• Squeeze the trigger to discharge the extinguisher.

• 6ZHHS�WKH�QR]]OH�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�WRZDUG�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�ȴUH�

$IWHU�WKH�ȴUH�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�RXW��ZDWFK�LW�FDUHIXOO\��VLQFH�LW�PD\�UHLJQLWH�

'Ζ6&866Ζ21�32Ζ176��
• ([SODLQ�ORFDWLRQV�DQG�W\SHV�RI�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�LQ�\RXU�ZRUN�DUHD�
• $VN�IRU�YROXQWHHUV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�DQG�GHVFULEH�KRZ�WR�XVH�D�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�

&21&/86Ζ21��
.QRZ�KRZ�WR�FKRRVH�DQG�ZKHQ�WR�XVH�D�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHU��

7KH�ULJKW�H[WLQJXLVKHU��SURSHUO\�XVHG��FDQ�KDQGOH�VPDOO�ȴUHV��ΖQ�DOO�RWKHU�FDVHV��DFWLYDWH�DQ�
DODUP��DQG�OHDYH�WKH�MRE�WR�WUDLQHG�ȴUHȴJKWHUV�

7(67�<285�.12:/('*(�
Have your employees take the Fire Extinguishers—Types and Uses quiz. By testing their knowl-
HGJH��\RX�FDQ�MXGJH�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WR�XVH�ȴUH�H[WLQJXLVKHUV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�\RX�
need to review this important topic again soon. k
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7\SHV�RI�)LUH�([WLQJXLVKHUV

Class A
• 8VH�RQ�ȴUHV�LQYROYLQJ�SDSHU��FORWK��WUDVK��ZRRG��DQG�RWKHU�RUGLQDU\�FRPEXVWLEOHV�

• 1RWH�WKH�QXPEHUV��7KH�KLJKHU�WKH�QXPEHU��WKH�ODUJHU�WKH�ȴUH�DUHD�LW�FDQ�KDQGOH�

• %H�FDUHIXO�QRW�WR�EORZ�EXUQDEOHV�DQG�FUHDWH�D�ODUJHU�ȴUH�

Class B
• 8VH�RQ�ȴUHV�LQYROYLQJ�JDVHV�DQG�ȵDPPDEOH�OLTXLGV�VXFK�DV�JUHDVH��RLO�SDLQW��RU�VROYHQWV��

• 1RWH�WKH�QXPEHUV��7KH\�WHOO�WKH�VTXDUH�IRRW�DUHD�RI�ȴUH�WKH�H[WLQJXLVKHU�FDQ�KDQGOH�

Class C
• 8VH�RQ�ȴUHV�LQYROYLQJ�RU�VXUURXQGLQJ�HOHFWULFDO�HTXLSPHQW�

• 1(9(5�86(�:$7(5�21�7+(6(�)Ζ5(6�

Class D
• 8VH�RQ�FRPEXVWLEOH�PHWDO�ȴUHV�

Class K
• 8VH�RQ�FRRNLQJ�RLO�ȴUHV�

• 1(9(5�86(�:$7(5�21�7+(6(�)Ζ5(6�

.12:�+2:�72Ɋ86(�$Ɋ)Ζ5(�(;7Ζ1*8Ζ6+(5�3523(5/<�
6WDQG�DERXW���IHHW�IURP�WKH�ȴUH��DQG�

• 38//�WKH�SLQ�

• $Ζ0�DW�WKH�EDVH�RI�WKH�ȴUH�

• SQUEEZE the trigger.

• 6:((3�WKH�QR]]OH�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�

ΖI�WKH�ȴUH�ORRNV�WRR�ELJ��VRXQG�WKH�DODUP��DQG�OHW�
WUDLQHG�ȴUHȴJKWHUV�KDQGOH�LW�
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