
1. Bad weather creates added driving hazards.
• Rain, snow, and ice make roads slippery and can reduce tire traction.
• Visibility is reduced.
• Many drivers become tense and worried, which may make them drive less safely.

2. Prepare for bad weather.
• &OHDQ�R΍�KHDGOLJKWV�UHJXODUO\�WR�LPSURYH�YLVLELOLW\�

 — Check periodically to make sure no bulbs are burned out.
• 5HSODFH�ZLQGVKLHOG�ZLSHU�EODGHV��WKH\ȇUH�QRW�H΍HFWLYH�ZKHQ�WKH\ȇUH�ZRUQ�
• &KHFN�WLUH�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�LQȵDWLRQ�

 —:RUQ�WLUHV�FDQȇW�JULS�WKH�URDG�DQG�PD\�EORZ�RXW��UHSODFH�WKHP�
 —7LUH�SUHVVXUH�IDOOV�ZLWK�WKH�WHPSHUDWXUH��&KHFN�WLUHV�EHIRUH�GULYLQJ��DQG�LQȵDWH�WKHP�
to manufacturer’s recommended level.

• ΖQ�FROG�FOLPDWHV��DGG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WR�\RXU�YHKLFOH�HPHUJHQF\�NLW�
 — Spill-proof container of sand or cat litter;
 — ΖFH�VFUDSHU��VQRZ�EUXVK��DQG�VPDOO�IROGLQJ�VKRYHO��and
 —%ODQNHW��WR�NHHS�ZDUP�ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�KHOS�DIWHU�D�EUHDNGRZQ��

3. Slow down in the rain.
• 5HGXFH�VSHHG��DQG�VWD\���VHFRQGV��FRXQW�RQH�WKRXVDQG�RQH��RQH�WKRXVDQG�WZR�Ȑ���

behind the driver in front.
• 8VH�ZLQGVKLHOG�ZLSHUV�DQG�KHDGOLJKWV��QRW�SDUNLQJ�OLJKWV��
• Use defroster if the inside windows steam up.
• %H�DZDUH�WKDW�URDGV�DUH�PRVW�VOLSSHU\�LQ�OLJKW�UDLQ�RU�ZKHQ�UDLQ�ȴUVW�VWDUWV�

 — The mixture of rain with oil and dirt on the road makes it slippery.
• 6ORZ�GRZQ�IRU�ODUJH�SXGGOHV��ZKLFK�FDQ�UHGXFH�EUDNLQJ�DELOLW\�

 —'ULYH�WKURXJK�VORZO\��WDSSLQJ�WKH�EUDNH�
 —$IWHU�FKHFNLQJ�WKDW�QR�RQHȇV�FORVH�EHKLQG��WHVW�EUDNHV�RQFH�\RXȇUH�WKURXJK��

• $YRLG�K\GURSODQLQJ��WLUHV�GULYLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDWHU��QRW�WKH�URDG��LQ�SXGGOHV�
 — ΖI�\RX�VWDUW�WR�ORVH�FRQWURO��WDNH�\RXU�IRRW�R΍�WKH�JDV��'RQȇW�EUDNH�VXGGHQO\�

• %H�DZDUH�RI�SDVVLQJ�WUXFNV��WKHLU�VSUD\�FRXOG�WHPSRUDULO\�OLPLW�\RXU�DELOLW\�WR�VHH�
• Be prepared to respond quickly if other drivers lose control.

GOALS
This safety session teaches employees to:

• 8QGHUVWDQG�WKH�VSHFLDO�KD]DUGV�RI�IRXO�ZHDWKHU�GULYLQJ�
• .QRZ�WHFKQLTXHV�WR�PLQLPL]H�IRXO�ZHDWKHU�GULYLQJ�ULVNV�

Applicable Regulations: General Duty Clause Sec. 5 (a) (1) of the OSH Act of 1970
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4. Show extra caution in ice and snow.
• &OHDU�VQRZ�R΍�ZLQGVKLHOG��ZLQGRZV��KRRG��URRI��DQG�OLJKWV�EHIRUH�VWDUWLQJ�RXW�
• :HDU�VXQJODVVHV�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\�WR�UHGXFH�JODUH�
• Use windshield wipers and defroster.
• Reduce speed, and stay at least 4 seconds behind the driver in front.
• %UDNH�JUDGXDOO\�
• Watch out for icy patches.

 —%ULGJHV�WHQG�WR�LFH�XS�IDVWHU�WKDQ�RWKHU�URDG�VXUIDFHV��6KDG\�VSRWV�VWD\�LF\�ORQJHU�
• ΖI�\RX�VNLG��WDNH�\RXU�IRRW�R΍�WKH�JDV��DQG�VWHHU�JHQWO\�LQWR�WKH�VNLG��7U\�WR�JHW�WKH�WLUHV�UROO-
LQJ�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�\RXȇUH�KHDGHG��WKHQ�WXUQ�JUDGXDOO\�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�\RX�ZDQW�WR�JR�

 —.HHS�\RXU�IRRW�R΍�WKH�EUDNH�XQOHVV�\RX�KDYH�DQ�DQWLORFN�EUDNLQJ�V\VWHP��$%6��
• Watch out for other drivers; many people panic and drive poorly in snow or ice.

5. Focus on fog.
ΖI�LW�JHWV�IRJJ\�DQG�\RX�FDQȇW�VHH�IDU�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX�

• 6ORZ�GRZQ�JUDGXDOO\�VR�WKDW�\RX�GRQȇW�KLW�WKH�YHKLFOH�LQ�IURQW�DQG�WKDW�WKH�YHKLFOH�EHKLQG�
doesn’t hit you.

• 7XUQ�\RXU�KHDGOLJKWV�RQ�ORZ�EHDP��DQG�XVH�\RXU�ZLQGVKLHOG�ZLSHUV�DQG�GHIURVWHU�
• $YRLG�SDVVLQJ�
• 8VH�WKH�SDLQWHG�OLQHV�RQ�WKH�URDG�DV�D�JXLGH�
• &RQVLGHU�JHWWLQJ�R΍�WKH�URDG�XQWLO�WKH�IRJ�SDVVHV�

 —'RQȇW�VWRS�LQ�WUDɝF�ODQHV�

DISCUSSION POINTS:
Focus on the weather problems most common in your area or the season of the year when 
you conduct the session.

CONCLUSION: 
• <RX�QHHG�H[WUD�VNLOO�DQG�FDXWLRQ�IRU�IRXO�ZHDWKHU�GULYLQJ�
• The combination of wet roads, poor visibility, and nervous drivers leads to accidents in bad 

weather. Slow down, stay far behind the vehicle in front, and be extra cautious and alert.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE:
+DYH�\RXU�HPSOR\HHV�WDNH�WKH�)RXO�:HDWKHU�'ULYLQJ�TXL]��%\�WHVWLQJ�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH��\RX�FDQ�
MXGJH�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�SUHFDXWLRQV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�QHHG�WR�UHYLHZ�WKLV�
LPSRUWDQW�WRSLF�DJDLQ�VRRQ�
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Foul Weather Driver Alert!
• Be sure your lights, windshield wip-

ers, and tires are in good working 
condition.

• Carry snow and ice removal and 
traction materials in cold winter 
climates.

• Slow down—and stay at least 4 sec-
onds behind the vehicle in front.

• Be prepared to respond quickly if 
other drivers lose control.

• Use lights, windshield wipers, and 
defrosters.

• Keep in mind that roads are most slippery when they’re just a little wet.
• Slow down when you go through puddles. Tap your brakes, and test them  

once through the puddle.
• &OHDU�DQ\�VQRZ�DQG�LFH�R΍�WKH�FDU�EHIRUH�\RX�GULYH�
• 5HPHPEHU�WKDW�LFH�IRUPV�ȴUVW�RQ�EULGJHV�DQG�ODVWV�ORQJHVW�LQ�VKDG\�VSRWV�
• ΖI�\RX�VNLG��WDNH�\RXU�IRRW�R΍�WKH�JDV�DQG�WKH�EUDNH��XQOHVV�\RX�KDYH�DQ�DQWLORFN�EUDN-
LQJ�V\VWHP��$%6����DQG�VWHHU�JHQWO\�LQWR�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�\RX�ZDQW�WKH�IURQW�HQG�RI�WKH�
vehicle to go to get the wheels rolling again.

• Slow down gradually in fog, and avoid passing.
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